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UN Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf 1958 requires that any installations which are abandoned or disused must be entirely removed

Article 60 of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS III) 1982 provides more flexibility to leave structures in place, so long as they do not cause harm to other sea users, and with a requirement to ensure ‘appropriate publicity’ to their presence 

IMO Guidelines and Standards for removal of Offshore installations and Structures on the Continental Shelf and the EEZ 1989 provides further specific guidance, for example the maximum size, water depth, water column clearance required before a structure can be left in situ, and specifies that a case-by-case assessment is required, rather than a blanket permission 

London Convention and Protocol 1996 confirmed that prohibited ‘dumping’ was inclusive of abandonment or toppling of platforms or man-made structures for the sole purpose of deliberate disposal, and provided further guidelines on creation of artificial reefs. 

Regionally, the OSPAR Convention aims to protect the marine environment of the North East Atlantic Ocean.  In relation to decommissioning, OSPAR Decision 98/3 prohibits disused offshore installations being dumped or left wholly or partly in place, except under certain circumstances and with approval from the relevant regulator.  

Other relevant conventions include Hong Kong Convention 2009 (ship recycling); CITES (lophelia conservation); CBD (impact of seismic surveys and explosives); Basle convention (movement and disposal of hazardous substances); ILO convention on worker safety and rights; EU Directives including the Waste Framework Directive, Water Framework Directive and Air Quality Directives. 
